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Abstract 

The need for a “smarter grid” to enable more diverse and renewable resources is almost 
a cliché – although the specific goals and challenges of joining today’s information 
technology with legacy electric power systems are far from obvious. Moreover, local 
distribution systems have some particularly tricky characteristics compared to long-
distance, high-voltage transmission in terms of visibility and controllability. This talk will 
suggest a vision for how, in a world of decarbonized energy, we might want distribution 
systems to look, and discuss some of the difficulties and opportunities along the way.  
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