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ABSTRACT 

Pursuing a PhD degree is probably one of the biggest challenges 
one undertakes in their entire life. A challenge that has its ups 
and downs but that truly develops one to formulate a question, 
explore it from different points of view, and finally obtain a 
clearly articulated position. The path afterwards can vary from 
one individual to the next. In this talk I will discuss the path that 
I took, sometimes even without realizing it. I will talk about the 
lessons learnt and try to share one particular perspective, my 
own, that hopefully will be useful to the workshop attendees. 

Categories and Subject Descriptors 
A.0 [General Literature]: General 

Keywords: PhD, career, research 

1. BIOGRAPHY 
Konstantina (Dina) Papagiannaki is the scientific director 
responsible for Internet, Systems and Networking research at 
Telefonica I+D in Barcelona. Prior to that she was a researcher at 

Intel Labs; from 2004 until the end of 2006 in Cambridge and 
from 2007 until 2011 in Pittsburgh. From the beginning of 2000 
until the end of 2003 she was a member of the IP Group at the 
Sprint Advanced Technology Labs. She got awarded her PhD 
from the Computer Science Department of University College 
London (UCL) in March 2003, receiving the Distinguished 
Dissertations Award 2003. She got her first degree in Electrical 
and Computer Engineering at the National Technical University 
of Athens (NTUA) in October 1998. She has chaired the 
technical program committee of the premier conferences in her 
field, authored more than 60 peer reviewed papers, authored a 
book on the design and management of large-scale IP networks 
through Cambridge University Press, has 5 pending and 1 
awarded patents, and in 2009 her work received the best paper 
award at ACM Mobicom 2009. In 2008 she received the 
SIGCOMM rising star award of the computer networking 
community of ACM. She has participated as an expert in panels 
for the Federal Commission of Communications, the National 
Telecommunications and Information Agency, and the National 
Science Foundation of the U.S.A. 
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